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It is the duty of childcare workers to protect children.

ERERERMIAIOE  —H
DURESF  FEREBHEED
7 EREIRERSEITFRX
EPHER=ZKIEREZ— - BF
EFHEHR CANBEEEFTRER
PIERY (T [EHAER] ) i
o [GHAER] ERZRENR
ES5 18 BLUT MERXHEER
L&A 25 EEEZEASH
AEME MEBEEITEARNEER
EEAMRENEREREENR
EHNES=-EREXRELRE
#® ($50,000) -

Children have been the heart of St. Christopher’s
Home’s service since its founding nearly 90
years ago. With the faith that children have the
right to be protected, advocating a child-friendly
society and culture is one of the Home's three
strategic directions. The “Mandatory Reporting
of Child Abuse Bill" (the “Bill") was gazetted
last year for legislation. The Bill recommends to
protect children under18. Should the 25 specified
professionals fail to report cases of child abuse
as defined, they would be liable to a maximum
penality of 3 months’ imprisonment and a Level
5 fine ($50,000).
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In anticipation of the implementation of the BIll, two new
residential childcare centres will be established to provide
96 additional service places to serve 384 emergency cases
annually. In response, the Home had set up a staff working
group, connected with some not-for-profit organizations in the
sector to form a concern group with an aim to channel our views
to the Legislative Council and media in the hope that the overall
children service framework, its supporting mechanism and
professional training can be better reinforced and coordinated
to provide more comprehensive protection to children.
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The forum attracted more than 200 stakeholders from the social welfare,

education and medical sectors
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To enable discussion, the Home

organized the “Mandatory

Reporting of Child Abuse Bill”

Forum at the Chiang Chen

Studio Theatre of the Hong

Kong Polytechnic  University

on January 29. With the theme “Moving Prudently Ahead”,
the forum examined the contents of the Bill, its necessary
supporting services, and the anticipated challenges through
discussion and exchange with members of the Legislative
Council, lawyers, academics, particular specified professionals
as well as former service user. The forum was full within 5 days
of registration, and was over-enrolled by twice its quota that is
a testament to the sector’s concern for the Bill.
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Mr. Tang Ka Piu, BBS, JP, Chairman of the Legislative Council Bills
Committee on the Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Bill
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Views and concerns from relevant professional bodies

* The absence of some specified professionals such as physiotherapist in public hearings is worrying;
e Cases in need of urgent attention can be overlooked due to an influx of reports;

¢ Children-in-need might be hesitant to report.
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Ms. Doreen Kong, Legislative Council member and solicitor
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A comparison between local and foreign situation

e New Zealand, Australia (New South Wales), Canada (Ontario), and Singapore have detailed child protection
law enforcement systems, where the reporting mechanism only constitutes one part of the whole system;

e The BiIll, despite its far-reaching impacts, seems too simplistic, and the focus of the mandatory reporting tends
to lie on punishment.
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Professor Chui Wing Hong, Head of the Department of Applied
Social Sciences, Hong Kong Polytechnic University
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The current professional trainings on child protection and the future needs
» The society has to consider how to train the current and future specified professionals to carry out their duties legally;
« The basis of training is extant, but academia has yet to begin discussions on training for the Bill;
» The authorities should integrate resources and formulate inter-disciplinary policies;
« Further continuing education opportunities ought to be created.
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Dr. Gloria Wan, Clinical Psychologist, St. Christopher's Home
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Required support and services for the abuse cases
» The definition of marginal cases can be vague that will create uncertainties;
« Teenagers may perceive abuse in a different way compared to young children;
* Practitioners have to have the sensitivity, crisis management skills and the organization’s support to handle
abuse cases.
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Ms. Ice Kwan, old girl of St. Christopher's Home
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A real case sharing by a former abusee
* lcs was hospitalized in Primary 1 due to physical abuse by her mother. Her case was discovered by the school’s
social worker, and was referred by the Social Welfare Department to receive residential service of the Home and
psychological counseling;
« Ifthe Bill was in force then, Ice might be hesitant to disclose abuse in order not to affect the family and the workers;
 The negative emotions that give rise to abuse should be the focal point - this problem cannot be solved by
reporting, fines and imprisonment.
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Specified professionals shared their concerns and identified
potential challenges regarding the implementation of the BiIll.
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Cross-sector Discussion

A discussion session was arranged under the chairmanship
of Ms. vy Leung, Chief Executive of the Christian Family
Service Centre, and representatives from the education,
medical and social welfare sectors were invited to share their
professional views on the Bill. During the session, speakers
voiced their concerns and identified potential challenges
regarding the Bill's implementation.

As an educator, Mr. Chan Chung Hong, Principal of the
S.K.H. Holy Cross Primary School was worried about the
implementation smoothness as there is inconsistency between
the Bill and the current guidelines and mechanisms of the
Education Bureau. Ms. Chan Sau Yuet, Senior Teacher of the
Martha Boss Lutheran Day Nursery, was concerned that the
Bill may create adverse effect on the parent-teacher trustful
relation, and deter parent-in-need to reach out for help.

Inthe medical sector, Mr. LuiKaHo, aregistered Occupational
Therapist |, was particularly concerned about the lack of
support for private practitioners like him, and was worried
about how he could continue his operation after reporting
suspected abusers? Dr. Cheung Chi Hung, BBS, Consultant
of the Department of Paediatrics & Adolescent Medicine,
United Christian Hospital, stated that social workers is
hard to be solely responsible for handling suspected child
abuse cases, and multi-disciplinary cooperation including
police, medical professional and community organizations
is required.

Ms. Catherine Wong, Social Worker (Foster Care Service),
St. Christopher’s Home, was particularly worried about the
surge in potential requests once the Bill comes into effect.
The current infrastructure and the available residential
places may be unable to meet the rising demands, causing
children being stalled in hospitals for an extended period.
Ms. Cressida Leung, Deputy Chief Executive of the Society
of Rehabilitation and Crime Prevention, added that the
rehabilitation of abusers is equally important because it
enables the reconciliation of families, which will be in the best
interests of children.
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https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2023/chinese/bc/bc54/papers/bc5420230912¢cb2-827-9-c.pdf

EA (BHARBEFRERHAER) HHSRE : https://bit.ly/forum0129
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LEWSTHRBE WIS URET 126192 126 responses were collected after the forum, which are
InERLE > LI summarized as follows:

BES Survey Responses

O] fE & R ;R RESPONDENTS INDICATED

84.1. 88.9. 78.6. 93. 87.5.
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that holding individuals that the supporting that | am not that the that they were
criminally liable and designating services mentioned prepared for implementation of the satisfied or very

3 months imprisonment as the in the Bill are the Bill to come Bill will create great satisfied with the
maximum penalty is too severe insufficient into effect challenges to my work ~ forum

O fEE Z#E RESPONDENTS HOPED

99.2.
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that our responses would be reflected to the Legislative Council and the corresponding government departments

BEmMS  2iNEBHE [EHEZR | HE Al in all, participants appealed for a longer discussion period
Al e ER ¥R EF R EWERETsm > 4§ Dbefore legislation. Guidelines, particularly for self-employed
PI2EEENRXE  WHELEESIER » practitioners, should be put in place beforehand. These guidelines
FETLE - IEREITEERE FEHEHKY shouldalso be specific and practical so the public can distinguish
THTORE  EARIEMRSHERREGEHMH  what should be reported, especially when it comes to neglect and
¥ REERZBEROIEES{EZE > F psychological abuse. A reasonable timeframe and appropriate
LEENEBERESWIRE » WiE{H24/) follow-up procedures, as well as 24-hour direct consultation and
BEEABEENEEZAMEREG o 240 reporting hotlines are no less important. Participants also called for
ENHBEEETEmMIZEMWEY - %5 2 A continuous training that is supplemented by enhanced manpower
FRNEARBREXRDRENBE > jEEER and follow-up support. Abuser follow-up and update, as well as
REMNFH  XENENFIEFHMEE - family reconciliation are additional areas to be considered.
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The protection of children is the responsibility of all, and prevention is always better than remedy. The Bill is
a remedial measure that has the function of “tailgating” in the child protection mechanism. It is our belief that
establishing a child-friendly society and culture is the more positive way forward. Parents and the public ought
to be educated about child protection, so that they can assist in early identification and intervention in high-risk
families. Together, let’s build a comprehensive safety network for children.

USEFUL INFORMATION
The Home's submission on the “Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Bill” to the Legislative Council:
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2023/chinese/bc/bc54/papers/bc5420230912¢ch2-827-9-c.pdf

Review the “Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Bill” Forum: https://bit.ly/forum0129
Together & 1T @
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Lee Yu Po,
Assistant Chief Executive
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New Child Abuse Cases Rising 55% in Three Years

“Home” is supposed to be the safest place for children to grow
up. When children are born, parents hope that they will grow
up healthily and happily. However, as children grow up, it is
still common for parents to physically punish their children for
the sake of discipline, such as forcing them to stand, slapping
hands, hitting them with canes. The severity of the problem
has even escalated to physical abuse. The number of newly
registered child protection cases in 2023 is 1,457 and physical
abuse accounted for 41.3% (602 cases), meaning that the
overall number of cases has increased by 55% in three years
compared to 2020 (940 cases, 389 cases)!

Corporal Punishment cannot Right the “Wrongs”

When we think that corporal punishment can stop children making
“mistakes”, why do these bad behaviors take place once and
again afterwards? In fact, the younger the children, the less they
understand why they are being physically punished. The Policy
Statement of the American Academy of Pediatrics in 2018 pointed
out that over 70% of children who are physically punished will
commit what has just caused them corporal punishment within 10
minutes. Corporal punishment will affect the physical and mental
development of children in the long run, including:

e Direct physical harm

* Negative impact on children’s psychological heath

e Increase in aggressive or antisocial behavior

* Increased violent and criminal behavior in adulthood

e Disruption of family relationships

* Increased acceptance and use of other forms of violence

April 30 is the International Spank
Out Day. 65 countries or states have
legally prohibited all forms of corporal
punishment, making it clear that
society is determined not to tolerate
children physically, and it is necessary
to allocate resources to strengthen
parents’ and caregivers’ positive
parenting knowledge and skills. In the
upcoming year, the Home will share
more about in this aspect with the aims
to protect our children, letting them
grow up healthily and happily. Please

stay with us.
Together & {7 @
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“To Kids with Love”, the Home’s Social Work Service for Pre-
Primary Institutions, invited the Department of Social Work, Hong
Kong Shue Yan University, to assist in evaluating its service
effectiveness in early identification, professional intervention,
parenting stress relief, school support as well as welfare needs
of pre-school children and their families. The press conference
on the “Effectiveness of the Home-School Support Service” was
held on December 15 last year. The Home's Chief Executive,
Ms. Silvia Mak said that the Service has established a three-level
early identification mechanism to identify and support pre-school
children and their families with welfare needs, thus maximizing its
effectiveness of early remediation.

Dr. Steve Fong, Head of Department of Social Work, Hong Kong
Shue Yan University, said the analysis showed that parents with
high parenting stress index had an effective reduction of 4.6% in the
average stress index after receiving the Service, and the parenting
stress index of the parents with SEN children was reduced by 2.2%
after the social workers’ intervention. He confirmed that the effective
implementation of the Service required the establishment of a
good relationship and in-depth understanding between the social
workers and the service users. The government should enhance
the Service’'s quality by increasing the number of stationing days
for social workers, avoiding changing service providers frequently,
and allocating more resources to provide assessment and support
services by clinical psychologists.
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Cheque presentation

Blessing Campaign

A big thank to all supporters, over 1,000
blessing cards and a donation of over 1.5
million were received in the past Christmas
and Lunar New Year (LNY). Funds were
spent on purchasing gifts, healthy food,
new clothes and shoes, giving red
packets, as well as organizing Christmas
party and LNY feasts to bring warmth to
the Home’s children.

Gratitude was also extended to SUP Retail
(Hong Kong) Limited for organizing charity
sale of blessing cards created by the
Home’s children, placing donation boxes
in 28 bookstores and donating 270 book
vouchers to the Home. It gave joy and
knowledge to the children.

HEOEF
Charity sale of blessing cards
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Outdoor Christmas party
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Thanks for the blessings
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Lovely clothing for the new year
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Photo booth RERBHRE

Harvest demonstration
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Guests officiating at the opening ceremony
The “Karrie’s Nothing is Impossible” Program aims to help children
from low-income families develop perseverance and learn to
overcome adversities through adventure training. Thanks for
Karrie International Holdings Limited’s sponsorship, the Program
was accomplished with an attendance of over 400.

Heart Link organized the Program’s annual award presentation
ceremony which was officiated by Mr. Nigel Yip, Senior Manager
of Karrie International Holdings Limited, and Ms. Wendy Fung,
District Social Welfare Officer (Sha Tin) of the Social Welfare
Department, on December 2 last year with hundreds of
participants to share the joy of the awardees. Having performance
of cheerleading and Taekwando as well as various booth games,
a joyful atmosphere was created.
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Circle K e-Stamp Donation Campaign

The Home is honored to be one of the beneficiaries of Circle K
e-Stamp Donation Campaign this year. OK Stamp IT members can
donate the e-Stamp to the Home, and Circle K Convenience Store will

donate $1 for every given e-Stamp in support of the needy children.
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Donation of $1 for each given e-Stamp
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Computime’s “Love the Earth” Program

Heart Link was supported by Computime to launch the “Love the
Earth” Program. Apart from regular activities like bookcrossing and
food resources recycling self-help group, two new projects, “Money
Saving Expert” and “Home Grown Vegetables”, were organized
and well received by 80 and 40 families respectively to promote
environmental protection in daily lives. The Program also included

green workshops and visits to green facilities to enrich the experience.  E& HE/ME
Recycling food resources
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Green workshop
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Bookcrossing
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Festive Blessings for the Home’s Children

Heartfelt thanks to David Young, Dorsett Wanchai
Hong Kong, Mattel Operation Asia, Paul Hastings,

. . %.Sﬁé, {7 7 BB R
Roche Diagnostics (Hong Kong) Ltd, Share for good BB 3 Y 22 g )
; Gift packs from
as well as many other caring groups and donors for vl
offering the Home’s children Christmas gifts, coupons, Hong Kong

toys, etc., as festive blessings.

AENBERAMRBERZEH (F8) BRL
Potted plants donated by Roche Diagnostics (Hong Kong) Ltd
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Annie Yu giving gifts in Christmas costume
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Loads of love ~ Fungame
Christmas Celebration with Swire Properties
Volunteer for Kidsmind’s Children

Kidsmind was sponsored by the Swire Properties Community
Caring Fund to provide intensive training program for SEN
children, offering suitable support to the children and their
parents. On December 16 last year, volunteers of the Swire
Properties visited the Centre to celebrate Christmas with
31 children and parents through games, craft making, gift
presentation and party food.

R |
Merry Christmas
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Thank-you card delivered by students

Hong Kong Performing Artistes Guild Visited Nursery

Members of the Hong Kong Performing Artistes Guild (HKPAG), including Annie Yu and Alex Fong, visited St.
Christopher’s Nursery (Wan Chai) on December 20 last year, celebrating Christmas with over 70 students by playing
game, singing song and handing out gifts to show their love and care!

& 1T Together
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Over 50 points of sale over
the territory
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BRAMARAREER BEAFENEEEE
DARENFTHNENHEZNHE LMY Love Chocolate Charity Sale at Partners’ Outlets

Z The Nest Coffee Shop Kif#= Thanks Lord for bringing the Home’s Love Chocolate to The Nest
Beyond CoffeefF&E - RESAEE Coffee Shop, a social enterprise located at St. John’s Cathedral,
EMEEMEEN  BRNFTRAE and Beyond Coffee in Causeway Bay, letting more people learn
2o REEHEBFESShellBUERTE about and support the cause through these two new outlets! With
Citistoresz#5 » BN A BT ERMHE  the continued support of Shell and Citistore, there were 47 spots
ATEHEES  AERERBLE—2H - across the territory to make our hearty products available for sale.

The NestZ #1552
A new outlet at The Nest

iﬁér%efi% articipation RE RS P\E
P P Virtue brings the greatest joy AHED R
Sweet in the heart

BLORGTHRETHER Love Chocolate Charity Sale Accomplished

EHER2H  KFR2023/24%EE/ME v  Gratitude for all the support, the Home’s Love Chocolate Charity
RENEEERT MR ki HEESE Sale 2023/24 had ended on a high note as almost all chocolate
TZ2HERE - TEIEHMOSHEEER ~ # Jift boxes had been sold out. More than 68 schools, churches,
e ERMAATXE  BEEEITE .= organizations and companies contributed to this campaign through
EREMBEHL 0 BAREEY o purchase, consignment and bazaar to raise funds for the Home.

Thanks to our kind partners and supporters to achieve such a good
result in the midst of the economic downturn. Over 2,000 chocolate
gift boxes were donated to the children of the Home as well as other
charities to share the joy and love together.
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Linda Chung continues to contribute to the “Little Sponsor Scheme”

this year in the name of her family, melting the hearts of the Home's
children with her full support!

“Little Sponsor Scheme” encourages children to donate $70 a
month for one year or more, or $840 or more a year in support of the
Home'’s children to instill the concept that “itis more blessed to give than
to receive”. The Little Sponsor will receive a Certificate of Participation
as recognition, and will be invited to join the Home’s activities.




